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Ukrainian alphabet

А, а
Б, б
В, в
Г, г
Ґ, ґ
Д, д
Е, е
Є, є
Ж, ж
З, з
И, и
І, і
Ї, ї
Й, й
К, к
Л, л
М, м
Н, н
О, о
П, п
Р, р
С, с
Т, т
У, у
Ф, ф
Х, х
Ц, ц
Ч, ч
Ш, ш
Щ, щ
..., ь
Ю, ю
Я, я

/a/
/be/
/ve/
/he/
/ge/
/de/
/e/
/je/
/zhe/
/ze/
/y/
/i/
/ji/
/jot/
/ka/
/el/
/em/
/en/
/o/
/pe/
/er/
/es/
/te/
/u:/
/ef/
/kha:/
/tse/
/che/
/sha/
/shcha/
/.../
/ju/
/ja/

/a/
/b/

/v/ or /w/
/h/
/g/

/d/ or /d’/
/e/

/je/ or /e/
/zh/ or / zh’/
/z/ or /z’/
/y/
/i/
/ji/
/j/
/k/

/l/ or/l’/
/m/

/n/ or/n’/
/o/
/p/

/r/ or/r’/
/s/ or/s’/
/t/ or/t’/
/u/
/f/
/kh/

/ts/ or/ts’/
/ch/
/sh/
/shch/
/.../

/ju/ or/u/
/ja/ or /a/

/a:/ in palm
/b/ in best

/v/ in van or /w/ in win
/h/ in inhale
/g/ in get
/d/ in dad
/e/ in bed
/je/ in yet

/zh/in measure
/z/ in zoo
/y/ in livid
/i:/ in feet
/ji/ in yield
/j/ in yes
/k/ in sky
/l/ in ball
/m/ in most
/n/ in not
/o:/ law

/p/ in spade
/r/ in red
/s/ in grass
/t/ in stop
/u:/ in ruse
/f/ in fix

/kh/ in Scottish loch
/ts/ in lots
/ch/ in chess
/sh/ in shed

/shch/ in fresh cheese
softens previous consonat

/ju/ in pure
/ja/ yard

Printed Cursive Name in 
ABC

Phonetic 
symbolName in ABC
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About the Author

Iryna Topolnicka is a translator, a Ukrainian as a Second Language 
Teacher, and a CELTA Qualified English Teacher. Iryna obtained 
her degree in Translation and Interpreting Studies from the Ivano-
Frankivsk National Technical University of Oil and Gas. She has been 
working as a Ukrainian Second Language Teacher since 2011. Iryna 
is the author of a workbook and has published several scientific 
articles. She adores traveling, reading detective stories, and teaching. 
The latter is her passion, and most of her students always find her 
dedicated, encouraging, and inspiring. She is very enthusiastic, 
creative, organized, responsible, and a great team worker.

Iryna’s philosophy: Every student is individual and unique, so we 
need to be flexible and adapt our teaching style to help everyone 
learn effectively
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About Speak Ukrainian

Follow the social media accounts
of “Speak Ukrainian”:

Scan me

Contact the authors via email: info@speakua.com

Speak Ukrainian (https://www.speakua.com/) is an online Ukrainian 
language school where you can study the Ukrainian language and 
interact with qualified instructors. 

We have taught more than 800 students from 46 nations. Our mission 
is to serve as your guide to the beautiful Ukrainian language and 
culture.  

We have prepared a wide range of useful learning materials available 
online, including video lessons, the textbook “Mastering Ukrainian 
Cases: Tables and Exercises”, three sets of flashcards containing 500 
common Ukrainian words and phrases, as well as various courses 
and individual lessons.
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This alphabet is designed for everyone who wants to learn Ukrainian. Try it and 
you will see that it is possible to achieve mastery at the Ukrainian alphabet fast and 
effectively. Please bear in mind, this ABC will teach you to listen and identify the 
letters rather than speak.

Every card of the alphabet is divided into 4 sections, which include:

1) print capital and small letters. It displaces the full cursive alphabet and 
demonstrates how to form cursive uppercase and lowercase letters;

2) short description of every sound pronunciation. It compares the Ukrainian 
sound production with the English one and teaches the pronunciation of sounds 
(articulation). It will be very helpful to understand how to pronounce letter and 
words correctly.

3) “picture association”. It facilitates better remembering of the Ukrainian letters 
and makes the learning process fun.

4) audio recording. This section develops the learners’ listening skills because it 
focuses on the letter/sound pronunciation in a word of a particular letter learned. 

Additionally, the alphabet is accompanied by a set of exercises for each letter, 
where you improve to identify the individual sounds. Moreover, it will enhance your 
listening, reading and writing skills and help you practice pronunciation.

How to use the textbook

1

2

3

4 4

1

2
3
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Аа is the 1st letter of the Ukrainian alphabet; 
unrounded vowel, one sound [a].

A looks like a ladder.

It is realized as [ɐ] 
and sounds as in father [ˈfɑː.ðər], 
pass [pɑːs], cut [cʌt] 

but not A as in rat [ræt], 
ladder [ˈlæd.ər] or cramp 
[kræmp].

A is pronounced 
with the wide-open mouth.

А – А – А

так
мама
кава
мова

ґава
карта
лампа
акула

ананас
макака
собака
лопата
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Оо is the 19th letter of the Ukrainian alphabet; 
rounded vowel, one sound [о].

О looks like a donut.

It is realized as [ɔ:] and sounds as in 
more [mɔːr], talk [tɔ:k], straw [strɔː]

but not O as in cod [kɒd], mode 
[məʊd] or load [ləʊd].

O is pronounced with rounded and 
protruded lips; the lips should form 
a circle.

О – А – О

око
код
лото
море

кокос
компот
олово

золото
корова
болото
авокадо

коала




