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Iryna Aleksiychuk
“Lullabies of the Reeds”

Cantata-mystery
for soloists, mixed choir and symphony orchestra
on poems by Olena Stepanenko

in five movements

1. A Lullaby Through Water
2. An Incantation for God’s Grace
3. Windows of Wakefulness
4. An Incantation for God’s Wrath
5. The Last Lullaby

Many years ago, Blaise Pascal called the human being a reé
fragility and transience of our lives, our solitude before
helplessness before love. Paraphrasing the French phi
being is a reed-flute at God'’s lips - an instrument throu

| ght say that a human
plays His lullabies.

ough the lullabies To Oneself and To the
of Death that destroys, leaving no hope of

Mermaid’s lullaby (in the first movemen
Beloved (in the second and third), to the 1
salvation (in the fourth), and finally to the

The dramatic unity of the cyc
throughout the work: among th if$of the Lullaby and the Resurrection, the motif
of the Summons, and the rhythmi t Heartbeat and Breath. All movements of the

ur days are woven of love,
death’s pollen on your eyelids...

All you can do, my reed-soul,
is tremble toward spring,
bow before love...

Reed-flute, sister of my soul —
in the breath of death your voice
sounds the most tender ...

Performers:
Ensemble of Classical Music
of the National House of Organ and Chamber Music
named after B. Lyatoshynsky
Soloists:
Olha Shvydka (soprano), Anna Labud (mezzo-soprano)
Conductor — Thor Andriievskyi



Iryna Aleksiychuk
“Lullabies of the Reeds”

Cantata-mystery
for soloists, mixed choir and symphony orchestra
on poems by Olena Stepanenko

in five movements

free poetic translation from Ukrainian

I. A Lullaby Through Water

Come to me, God - a dream,
a trembling bridge of willow

Masts and wandering ships,
warm silt of tenderness -
they left us without bodies,
only the cipher of lips and bone. windows -

so perilous, so unsure.
A child in swaddling,
on a windmill’s wing -
so unbearably beautiful.
A full-bloom mallow
beneath the hedge,
all sunlit, ro
so small...

Soft-molding souls that melt,
a gaze rising from the deep -
only stay, don’t break it,
only remain, don’t leave...

A garden of billowed sails,

a rainbow cleaving water,

salt overflows the silence

of someone’s fading footprints.

A seashell, a cathedral,

a silken herd of fish -

the ruin of fixed forms,

the shifting of the river’s veins.

he third sacred tablet
inscribed,
a wavering voice,
a cradle of pain)
may drift
beyond the window,
beyond the eyelid,
may become the white hands
of Yours, O Lord -
Your hands,
the hands of my dream,
in Your
white,
the impossibility of escape. red,
doctor’s
gloves...

So into measured rhyme

falls love - torn, crooked;
so into the clay-blue
fall the remnants g

II. An Incantation for God’s Grace

laid across the black shoulders of

y friend won’t sleep -
y friend is frightened
f witches, darkness, wolves,
of decay, and of the yellow tit
that shrieks before the glass...

I will place upon the loopholes
cooks with mittens on -

no witch-bird will pass here,
the wolves will circle wide.

Sleep. Like a knight upon a
chessboard.

In the sea - fish; in the earth -
patricians;

and the socially vile

maniac

watches his lascivious dream...

All will pass, all will be
forgiven -

sleep, my darling, sleep, my
kitten,

only time’s chariot

rushes now, now creeps...

Night rolls across the sky
like a pill

on the tongue

of the city.



IV. An Incantation for God’s Wrath

In the coffin of waiting

a black heifer trampled

the unwatered periwinkles of sleep.
In the coffin of waiting

a dead cuckoo

drank the eyes

from the houses.

NIGHT -

inside the coffin of waiting -
my pain, my pain,

my copper-headed kitten,
pain - my kitten -

do you know a lullaby?

- God’s ladder

has fallen

into the cold mint;

let the Child descend

to reap the Lord’s wheat.

(with your fiery paw, O kitten,
rock the oak coffin,

braid your lullaby

into the elder-grey hair

of the clouds)

- at dusk the cuckoo called,
the moon a little sickle,
and the Divine Child
harvested

the living and the dead.

In the coffin of waitin

y street sweepers.
Fear to frighten
the dead bird -

in the coffin of waiting -

MORNING...

V. The Last Lullaby

So spring has come at last -
the twilight of all matter,
the tender, piercing call

of the rat-catcher’s flute,

the way we slip

into pre-Freudian dreams,
a medical certificate stating
that though we are not alive -
we are new.

All this is sleeplessness. All
Just hold your ground.
For we are beautiful -
more than conscio



MUCIUTH. Maround Ha yBa3l KPUXKICT
BcecBiTom, 11 cTpax mepen
[lepedpazoByroun QpaHIly3bKOr0 MHCIH
OuepeTsHa comiyika 611 BycT boxy

Bim PycamumHoi KOJMCKOBOI

IpuHa AJleKCiHUYyK
“ KoJiuckoBi ouepery”

KaHTaTa-MicTepis
JJISL COJIICTIB, MIIIIAHOTO XOPY Ta CUM(OHIYHOI0 OPKECTPY
Ha Bipwi Ouienu CTenaHeHKo

B II' ITH YaCTHHAX

1. KoanckoBa Kpi3b BOAY
2. 3amoBasgsHHA bo:xoi 1acknu
3. Bikna 0e3coHHd
4. 3amoBasaHusa bo:xkoro rx
5. KoauckoBa oct

Kinbka cromnite Tomy bies Ilackane Ha3BaB epeToM, IO 3AaTHHM
i [JIMHHICTH s, i1 CaMOTHICTh TepeN
il 0e33aXMCHICTh Tiepes; JIHOOOB'IO.
MOKHA CKaszaTH, IO JIOAWHA —

UHY

cMep

Came TOMY KOKHA 3 IT' SITH

(.

OHOBJIIOE 1 3IIUTIOE, BiA epl y HOBHU, MPOCBITIIEHUH BuMip (y 1 ATii

YaCTHHI).

Hpamatypriunomy o0’ HHAHHIO IUKIY CHOpHUSIE CHCTeMa JIEMTOOpasiB, IO
TpaHnchopm IPOTSITOM BCHOTO TBOPY. 30Kpema 1e JiedTremMu KommckoBoi Ta
Bockpecint 1B 3aKIIMKY, a Takox JedTputMu Ceprieoutts ta J{uxanHs.

aTH BUKOHYIOThCS 0€3 mepepBu, attacca.

Cepye meoce 31 ckna, oyuie mosi-ouepem,
/J[ni meoi npo 110608,
cmepmi NUIOK Ha NOBIKAX. ..

Bce, wjo mu mooicewt, dyue mos-ouepem -
OpuHimu Hazycmpiy 8ecHi,
Cxunamucs nepeo 10608’ 10...

QOuepemsna coninko, cecmpo MO€i Oyl -
8 NOOUXy cmepmi meitl 20710
38Y4UUMb HAUHICHIWE....



“ KoJIMCKOBI ouepery’

(“ KoabioeabHble KaMbIIAa”)

KaHTaTa-MicTepist
JAJIS COJICTIB, MIIIAHOTO XOPY Ta CUM(OHIYHOI0 OPKeCTPY
Ha Bipwi Osnenn CrenaHeHKo
(B ' ATH YacTHHAX)

I. KosmuckoBa kpisb Boay II. 3amoBiasinns bo:xkoi sackun 1I1. Bikna 0e3couHus

[ormu 1 kopabui npuiinu MeHi boxe coH — I woro T061 KpUYHUTHCS
HixHocTi Terwii My KIIQJIKy XUCTKY BEepOOBY [rame-Hiv, HisB

Hawm ne mummnm tin — Ha YOPHUX paMeHax BIKOH —
TaltHOIIUC BYCT CKYJ TaKy HeHaIiiHy
JUTHHY y CTIOBHTKY
JlinneHHs Tamux Iy Ha KpWIi BITPSIKOBOMY —
[ornsany 3-mig Boau TaKy MperapHy
Tinpku umm He pym — MaJIbBY YIOBHI IiJ] ’KUBOITUIOTOM
Tinbku JMIIACH HE WITN. .. Ha OCOHHI 0e3 KOpeHs
TaKy MaJeHbKY —
Can pykaBiB BiTpUII TipYUYHy NTAIIUHY OCTaBIIIO Ha O1HMIIIX
PaiinyxHuit Bogomin Ha pairyxIi Ha 000JIOHI — apiB y pyKaBHUIIX —
[NepenoBHsie cinb Boxe i3 BissME B Makax He Mpo¥iie BiIbMa-TITHIIS,
Teruti ynicek cmimy. .. nojail mpuHecu i — O0J1eTATh BOBKU KPYTOM.
abu TiTbKU cMepT
Myrenbka i codop (TpeTs ckpmKalb Cru. SIk KiHb y NIaXiBHHII.

[oBkoBe cTago pud roJI0C XUCTKH B mopi —pu0, B 3emi1i — maTpui,
3HHIIEHHS cTaTuX GOpM { MaHisik cycrinbHO-HUIAN
3pylieHHs pycen pik — ; 0TOWOIY Bili Crioruisiiae XTUBHIA COH. ..

Tax y noMipHicTs pumM
PBana it xpuBa 11060B —
Tak —y OJaKuTh TIIHH
3anumku katacTpod

Bce MuHEeThCS, BCe IPOCTHTHCS —
Crn, Miii 100U, CITH, Mil KHULIIO,
Tinbku 9acy KOJiCHHIIS

MUHTE TO IUINTOM TO HOB3KOM. ..
JIOKTOPCHKUX
S1 mo06iro0 s mo0III0
Herepninns nux Bi
Be3BiIHOCHICTD K&
BespozainbHicTs

Hi4, MOB mirysiky, cTonums
Kotuts HEOOM-S3UKOM.




IV. 3amoBasinas boxkoro ruiBy V. KoanckoBa ocTaHHS

y JOMOBHHI YeKaHHS Ocb 1 npuiinuIa BECHAa — CYTiHb PEUYOBUHH,

YOpHA TEJHIS CTONTANA HixxHuii HACKPI3HUI 30B AyIOYKH LIypOJIOBa,

CHY HEIOJIUTI OApPBIHKH [eperikanus Hac y JoGpeHAUCTCHKI CHU,

y IOMOBHHI YEKaHHS CrpaBka npo Te, o MH, X0Y 1 HE KUBI — HOBI.

MepTBa 303y

BUTIHJIA 04l Oy/IMHKAM Bce 11e 6e3conns. Bee. [Ipocto Tpumait yap.
HIY  y momoBuUHI YeKaHHS Mu x 60 mipekpacHi, MU — BiYHI 1 HaJICBiIOMi.
6outo miit 6oro Cxopu i3 CIpHUKIB — A0 ManepoBHX XMap:
KOTHUKY MiJTHOTOJIOBHIA Buaux 1 Biux oquH — 0ayuiil, oT MU 1 BJO

00JII0 — Milt —KOTKY
Y1 3HAEI SIKY KOJUCKOBY?
- B bora apabuna
yrasna B XOJIOIHY M’ STy
Haii 3iiine JJutuHa
o6 xwuto ['ocionHe xatu
(BOTHEHHOIO JTAMIO0 KOTKO
rovja TOMOBHUHY JyOOBY
y KOCH cTapedi XmMapam
CBOIO 3aIlTiTa KOJIHCKOBY)
%y CMEpKY 303yJIsI KyBaja
MICSITIO CEPITUK
a boxa /lutuHa >xana
KHUBHX 1 MEPTBUX
y IOMOBHHI YeKaHHS
YOpHA TEJHLS 3/113aja
He0O0 10 TipOoK
BOCKOBE HEOO KOHAIIO
CIUTHBAIOYH TICTUBOM T'1JIOK
1 MixTapis
1 Oy/IMHKIB
1 paHHIMH JIBIipHUKaMU
Oiiics 31AKaTH MEPTBOTO MTaxa —
y IOMOBHHI YeKaHHS —
PAHO,



Esimeted dration Lullabies of the Reeds

of the piece - 40'
Cantata-mystery for soloists, mixed choir and symphony orchestra
in five movements based on lyrics by Olena Stepanenko

I. Lullaby through the water
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Iryna
Друкарка
Cantata-mystery for soloists, mixed choir and symphony orchestra 
in five movements based on lyrics by Olena Stepanenko

Iryna
Друкарка
Estimated duration 
of the piece - 40'
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Aleksiychuk Iryna - composer, pianist
and organist, associate professor of
composition at the National Academy of
Music of Ukraine, Laureate of international
competitions and National Creative
Awards, Honored Art Worker of Ukraine,
member of the National Union of
Composers of Ukraine. As a member of a @97
piano duo with her husband, Yurii Kot, @/
gives many concerts in Ukraine, Europe and
America.

Among the works are symphonic,
choral, chamber vocal and instrument
successful among performers and listene countries around
the world. But the choral genrg is one 0 orites, and it's no
coincidence. Iryna's father was irmaster, so since childhood she
helped her father a lot as an acco Ist and arranger.

Iryna works a lot b lous musical groups and
individual performers. V@ oirs have repeatedly received
ternational choral competitions

inm

ly from the works of Irina Aleksiychuk. In 2014,
eceived a Special Prize for the work of a

horal Sifiging 46th Tolosa Choral Contest, Basque Country, Spain.
addition to music, the artist has an extremely wide range of
@sts. She is a multiple winner of Eastern European, European
and World Irish Solo Dance Championships, professionally engaged
in coffee, physiognomy, graphology, psychosomatics of diseases,
colors and food, as well as creating true masterpieces - mandalas and
dream catchers.
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